Under 12 boys tournament, 4 December 2011.

Final position - 4th out of 5.

Squad:
Stephen Waddingham (GK)
Andy Carver
Jonathan Chaney Baxter
Robert Chaney Baxter
Kareem Mikhaiel
Raunaq Rai
Harry Cullens
James Hansell
Louis Cann
Pedro Goss (Captain)

The tournament consisted of four 20 minute games with ten minute halfs and was held on a very cold day at Greshams in Holt. Good relations with Watton Hockey Club continued with Dragons borrowing Watton'sunder 12 keeper as Watton had not entered the tournament... this was to be Stephen's second time in goal!


Pelicans 4
Dragons 0

The first game saw Dragons take on Pelicans. Dragons were slow to get going, but eventually they got more confident stringing some passes together to create chances. Raunaq's runs with the ball gave Pelicans something to think about and Louis' movement up front into good positions resulted in some chances at goal. But Pelicans proved to be too strong and despite some valiant defending by Robert and Andy, some great tackling by Harry and some great saves by Stephen, Pelicans scored 4 goals and won the game. 

Dereham 1
Dragons 1
After a quick turn around with some words of encouragement from the parents and coaches, Dragons took on Dereham. The game was pretty even, although Dereham had a couple of players who really ran the show for them. Dragons worked as a team creating many opportunities. Pedro showed some great composure on the ball, James made some great attacking runs on the right and Jonathan some important tackles in defence. Despite going one goal down, Dragons fought back hard and some great work by Raunaq set up Harry who scored from close range - the sound of the backboarc echoing around Holt! Despite late pressue by Dragons, the game ended in a fair one all draw. 

Harleston 8
Dragons 0
Dragons then came up against a very strong and well drilled Harleston team who had beaten Dereham 13-0 in the first game on the tournament. Despite lots of pressure by Harleston, Dragons had their chances with Louis making some great runs and Harry making great tackles. When Andy was hit on the ankle, the Chaney Baxter brothers (Robert and Jonathan) continued where Andy had left off, making it hard for Harleston. But Harleston proved to be too strong and Dragons lost 8-0 to the tournament's eventual winners.


Norwich City 4
Dragons 0
Dragons tried a new formation for the last game. The best performance of the tournament. The first half was very even with both teams having their opportunities, although City probably had most of the possession. Nil nil at half time. But this certainly was a game of two halves. City proved too strong for Dragons and scored 4 goals in the second half. Their greater experience of playing as a team saw some great passing play and hard shots on goal. Dragons worked hard, nearly scoring on a couple of occasions - the 'maccy d's' short corner routine nearly coming off, but Harry's shot was saved on the line. Kareem cheekily stole the ball off a City defender on another occasion, but his shot was just wide of the target. Andy's confidence had grown in defence with some great runs with the ball up the pitch. Another great performance by Stephen in goal saving numerous shots. The save of the tournament however goes to Raunaq whose reaction save deflected an undercut shot at goal over the goal, over the fence and onto the windscreen of a parked car, amazingly NOT cracking the windscreen! Four nil to City the final result.

A great team performance, reflected in the voting for the player of the tournament where every player got at least one vote. The player of the tournament was a four way tie between Harry, Andy, Louis and Raunaq.

Well done boys.

Thanks to David and Natalie for managing the team and umpiring and thanks to the assistant coaches, Pat and Ray for their help too.

