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NDHC Match Reports: 28/01/2012

Team: 

Mens 1s
Opposition: 
Dereham 2s
Result: 

Dragons 1 Dereham 3

Dragons struggled in the first half to deal with the combination of the low sun and aggressive pressing of a Dereham side looking to hit them on the break. Dereham opened the scoring through John Allison who struck a shot high to the net as he drove into the D. The same player made it 2-0 to Dereham, his marker slipping leaving him clear to latch onto a through ball and score past the advancing keeper. Though Dragons enjoyed a lot of possession they found it difficult to penetrate the Dereham defence and create chances. Half time 2-0 Dereham.

Dragons came out in the second half resolved to step up their game. The increased the tempo and speed of passing, creating a number chances. Alex Browne scored for Dragons, collecting a through ball from Wagstaff and slotting past the keeper. This buoyed Dragons and they piled forward looking for the equaliser. Despite a number of opportunities they were unable to find the net and were caught on the break when Graham Campbell scored Dereham's 3rd goal. Final score 3-1 to Dereham.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 2s
Opposition: 
Holt
Result: 

Dragons 1 Holt 1
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 3s
Opposition: 
Norwich City 6
Result: 

Dragons 4 Norwich City 1

Norwich Dragons 3 continued their fine from since Christmas with another win, this time over local rivals Norwich City 6. The game opened, with flowing hockey from the visitors, stringing together a16 pass move, culminating in another great finish from top scorer Adrian Kemp. 

Dragons continued to apply pressure to City, with some nice possession and passing, but stern defending and some top saves from the City keeper, kept the scoreline down to 1-0 until Dragons struck again from a long corner, which was cleverly worked into the area. Andy Key applied the finish touch with a trademark thunderbolt from the top of the D. 

In the second half, as legs tired on both sides, the game became much more open and Norwich City applied more an more pressure to a resistant Dragons defence. Spaces opened up all over the pitch at both ends and the game was on a knife edge. The next goal would seem to be all important and things didn't look good for the Dragons, when Norwich City worked a short corner, to the top of the area to slot a fine finish past Chris Millar in goal. 

With the momentum swinging towards the home team, great defending form Shah, Eades, Banham and Davison kept the City attacks at bay, thanks in no small part to some smart saves from in form shot stopper Chirs Millar. At the other end, Dragons seemed to lack the finesse which has stood them in good stead so far this season until Will Kirby stole the ball of a City defender rounded the keeper and slotted home with a superb reverse stick finish. With the momentum in their favour, Dragons returned somewhat to their usual composed passing style. 

With the end in sight, Adrian Kemp bagged his second of the game, after a fine set piece was manoeuvred expertly by Dragons new boy David Thornton to set Kemp up, capping a fine performance from Thornton at left half.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 1s
Opposition: 
City of Peterborough 1s
Result: 

Dragons 3 Peterborough 2
After a fantastic performance last week the Dragons continued in the same spirit although they were challenged by a very strong, and very young Peterborough team who made them work hard throughout the game. 

The match started fairly evenly with both sides playing some attractive hockey and having an equal amount of possession. However it was the visitors who took the lead breaking down the right and crossing the ball to the top of the circle which was met by one of their oncoming players who swept the ball hard and fast above the Dragons keeper who could do nothing to stop this fantastic finish. 

The Dragons responded well putting the Peterborough defence under increasing pressure and were rewarded with a penalty corner. Marie JAMES swept the ball high towards the Peterborough goal which narrowly missed the left post and nestled in the back of the net. At  1-1 the Dragons began to dominate the game and just before half time the ball fell to Hannah HARDY who had her back towards the Peterborough keeper. HARDY improvised well by pushing the ball through her legs deceiving the Peterborough defence and their keeper making it 2-1 before the break    

Peterborough looked unsettled at the beginning of the second half making unforced errors and giving away possession cheaply to the Dragons.  The home side took full advantage of this and early in the second half Gail THOMAS hit a thundering shot from a penalty corner and left the keeper no chance making it 3-1.

To Peterborough’s credit they showed great character and came back fighting putting the Dragons defence under immense pressure forcing the Dragons keeper Morag MORRISON to make some great saves and, player of the match, Rowie YORK-SMITH to make some vital clearances.  Relentlessly the visitors continued with their waves of attack and were rewarded with a precision shot beating MORRISON with a superb finish.  

The Dragons were tiring but maintained their discipline and held the visitors off taking a well deserved and much needed three points. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 2s
Opposition: 
Broadland 1s
Result: 

Dragons 2 Broadland 3

Goals – first goal by Natalie Beal – swept the ball into an almost open goal at the far post. Second goal by Polly Curtin after Natalie Beal received a long pass from Emily Rolls, beat two players and passed to Polly Curtin to score between the keeper’s legs. 

Memorable moments: 
1. Jenny De Polo returning to goal after absence from injury as well as a break from hockey. Made some excellent saves and it was as if she had not been away. 
2. Maddie Denman making her second team debut in right defence. Often spoiled attacking play, took up good positions and had a good game, receiving player of the match. 
3. Conceding the third goal in the last minute, although from push back, great skills from Polly Curtin, combining with Debs Smith and Natalie Beal saw Dragons on the opposition’s D, just as the final whistle blew. Close but no cigar nor an equaliser. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 3s
Opposition: 
Sprowston 2s
Result: 

Dragons 3 Sprowston 1

Last week I predicted a win in the near future for a team that was really beginning to come together and here it is just 7 days later.  What can only be described as a beautiful game of hockey!

Sprowston took an early lead with a cracking shot from the top of the D, they seemed to think that this was the beginning of a landslide victory but the Dragon’s had something to say about that. With fabulous play from Klara Moolman (player of the match) and Ruth Willmott in the middle, the Dragon’s began to dominate the match. All the work in training on meeting the ball, rolling out of danger and passing early just fell into place and it was magical.  The mixture of young legs and mature heads seemed to take Sprowston by surprise and they answered with rough play in a vain attempt to win back possession. The first goal for Dragons came from Klara Moolman just before half time, a determined attempt into the bottom right corner.

The second half continued to see lovely play from the Dragon’s. Caroline Wolfe kept instigating great play out to the wings from the back 23 and all players took the opportunity to outpace the opposition and drive the ball forward into the D. Two goals were scored relatively quickly by Amelia Dawson (captain), it was only due to the solid Sprowston defense that the score was not higher, as time and again the direction of play was turned by Dragon’s to their advantage. Sue Cross and Pollyanna Watson both made excellent runs on goal only to be foiled at the last minute.

A game to be truly proud of, an excellent team effort that saw co-operation and determination winning the day. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 4s
Opposition: 
Evergreens 2s
Result: 

Dragons 5 Evergreens 1
A sharp-shooting session from Taff the night before the match certainly had an impact on the 4s as they romped past the Evergreens, with five different players getting on the scoresheet. There may have been a touch of luck about the first, when a hard cross from Laura Goodbun was turned in by a defender, but Laura deserved her goal for her speed and workrate and collected the player of the match vote. Next to score was Amy Brown, who picked up a through ball and drove straight for goal before putting the ball past the keeper. Amy also impressed with her tireless running, and her growing maturity meant she confidently took on the midfield command when Neeps Price took a breather from covering the pitch – and some heavy duty punishment to her legs! 

Dragons were 3-0 up by half time, when LIzzy McDonnell unselfishly squared the ball for Rosie Korn to carefully put the ball into the corner. Evergreens stuck to their task, and one of their quick breaks resulted in a goal for Faye Hanson. They had a few more shots, but Morag Morrison was kicking and clearing fiercely. Once again, the 4s proved their ability to form a tight defensive unit with new players. With Freya Clogan back again to take charge, Alice Ward was impressive in a move to centre back and Emma Buxton at right back came for the ‘4s experience’ and coolly played a full part in the match. 

The mids, Lucy Campbell (left), Neeps in the middle and Gemma Rump on the right are contrasts in experience, physicality and skills, but all three initiated and completed the triangular passing that is now a feature of the 4s game. Two more well-worked goals came from patient build up, with Lois McGregor and LIzzy McDonnell being rewarded. 

This was a step up in performance for the 4s, and their biggest challenge is to consistently produce this form with inevitable weekly changes in the team squad. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Team: 

Dragons Development  Boys
Opposition: 
Norwich City
Result: 

Dragons 0 Norwich City 3
Dragons started off well, with great wing play from Jonty Gosling, Mark Savill and Henry Laming going down the right and some good runs also from Ben Harvey down the left. 

A couple of good balls went into the D but we weren't able to convert them. Norwich City had a few attacks aswell but some of them were broken down by our defence and Sam Harvey made a few fantastic saves in the Dragons goal.

Norwich City got a short corner and were able to get a shot off from the top of the D and they scored. We then had another few chances, but Norwich City broke again and put a cross into the D and were able to tap it in.

Again we had another push back and worked up the pitch from the middle with Henry Laming, Jonty Gosling and Connor Adams all involved but sadly to no effect. 

Norwich City turned up the heat and had some nice passing and attacks but Andy Webb, Rob Lee, Andy Carver, Ollie King and Sam Harvey stopped them although they did manage to score another before the break. 3-0 Norwich City.

After half time it was pretty even with Jonty Gosling, Max Laming, Henry Laming and Ben Harvey making some good runs down the wings and middle.

We came close a couple of times. Norwich City also had a few attacks but again the defence and Sam Harvey stopped any further development. Norwich City had quite a few short corners but Ben Harvey, Andy Carver, Rob Lee and Ollie King managed to defend them with Ben Harvey getting hit on the knee having to go off although he did come back on later. 

In the last minute or two Norwich City had two short corners. The first one was put out for another short corner in which they had everyone bar the goalie up around the D but it was cleared brilliantly by Sam Harvey and the whistle blew for full time.

Man of the Match was Sam Harvey for his excellent saves in goal. 

Thanks to all the coaches and umpires. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Dragons Development  Girls
Opposition: 
Pelicans

Result: 

Dragons 0 Pelicans 5
Everyone did some really great runs.  There was some good accurate passing especially in the second half.  Our defence did well in short corners.

We took the ball up into the Pelican’s D, but they had an adult in defence that unfortunately stopped us turning this advantage into goals.

Well done to everyone that played
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Tango Titan Development  Boys
Opposition: 
Pelicans
Result: 

Dragons 3 Pelicans 2

Pelicans stared well with some good passing and we struggled to get into the game. However we got the ball and passed it round well putting on good pressure when we didn’t have the ball. We forced them into making lots of errors when they were passing it and this led to the first goal. We forced them into making a defensive error after some good attacking play and we won a short corner which was perfectly smashed home. They then scored after a scramble in our box and then we scored from another short corner. However  another scramble in our box  and their attacker pounced on the loose ball to flick it in. 

In the second half our defence looked a lot more solid, less players were getting through and we were clearing it without hesitation. The third goal was a brilliant piece of team play, a run down the line and then a lovely cross aided Steven to flick the ball home from a tight angle 5 metres out.  Our defence then held strong with our midfield keeping good pressure on the ball. We had a few more chances but couldn’t finish them and our keeper made some superb stops and from then on we didn’t look like we were going to concede.

Titans goals scored by: Henry Garner two short corner strikes from the top of the D. Powerful and accurate.   Steven Gale a cheeky deflection, wrong footing the keeper, from a pacey cross from Henry Garner.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


