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NDHC Match Reports: 10/12/2011

Team: 

Mens 1s
Opposition: 
Cambridge City 3s
Result: 

Dragons 6 v 4 Cambridge City 3s
Men's East League Division 2 North
Cambridge City 3rd team v Norwich Dragons 1st team

On a freezing cold day in Cambridge, Dragons started the game full of fiery intent. It was to be a game of high intensity from start to finish with both teams moving the ball well and testing each others defence. Cambridge had the better of the early exchanges in terms of possession, but were unable to turn it into chances on goal. Dragons always looked dangerous on the break and Alex Browne opened the scoring for Dragons when the Cambridge defender played for a non-existent bounce from a fine aerial ball from Rupert Snelling: Browne gratefully receiving the ball behind the defender, driving into the circle and shooting low past the keeper. Rupert Snelling scored Dragons second goal, slotting past the keeper after Alex Browne had drawn him and slipped the ball (0-2 Dragons). Cambridge continued to enjoy good possession, but the Dragons defence held firm, Stijn de Jong making a number of tackles. Rupert Snelling scored Dragons third following up on a penalty corner which the Cambridge defence failed to clear (0-3 Dragons).  The sides continued to trade exchanges as the half progressed. Cambridge opened their account bundling a part-saved corner over the line. Half time score 1-3 Dragons.

Dragons new they had to keep the intensity up in the second half, but Cambridge started the better putting strong pressure on Dragons. After good work along the back line from the left Cambridge scored from close range, making the scores 2-3 Dragons. Dragons were determined not to waste their opportunity for a 1st away win of the season and stepped up another gear. Rupert Snelling scored Dragons 4th (and his 3rd) from a penalty corner, sending his flick wide of the keeper (2-4 Dragons). Cambridge weren't done though and scored their 3rd from a quickly taken free hit which found a forward unmarked in the Dragons circle, his first time shot finding the net (3-4 Dragons). Cambridge leveled the scores with a well taken low flick from a penalty corner, 4-4. Dragons dug deep determine to go down fighting. Jason Wolfe made the score 4-5 to Dragons with a quick spin and shot through a crowded circle. Dragons were gaining the ascendency and Richard Moulson scored Dragons 6th goal with a gloriously timed dive at the far post, with no thought for his own safety: slotting home Alex Browne's clever pass.

Final score 6-4 to Dragons. Dragons man of the match was Rupert Snelling.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Team: 

Mens 2s
Opposition: 
UEA 2s
Result: 

Match Postponed

Due to a partly frosted pitch, this match was the first to be postponed at the Dragons’ Den.  It will be rescheduled when the students are back from their well-deserved Christmas break!

The Men’s 2s took the opportunity for some festive team-bonding in the Goals Pavilion from 9.30am until they dropped!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 3s
Opposition: 
Ipswich and East Suffolk 5s
Result: 

Dragons 1 v 3 IES 5s

East Hockey Div 6NE : Ipswich and East Suffolk 5ths v Norwich Dragons

Dragons Scorer : Will Kirby.

Dragons travelled down to play there last league fixture of 2011 with the pitch only being declared fit just after the journey had started. Dragons treated their opponents with respect despite their lowly position but the team they faced was at full strength for one of the first times this season. In the early stages Dragons began with their passing play but balls were being cut out. When Ipswich attacked their left winger was beating players with pace and impressive stick skills. Ipswich were awarded short corners as fouls were committed by Dragons and from one of these Ipswich took the lead when their winger drag flicked the ball into the top corner. Ipswich soon increased their lead and a shell shocked Dragons suffered further when the winger scored a second and his teams third. Dragons started to settle down and a defensive switch was made to try to counter the dangerous winger and a goal was pulled back when Will Kirby fired a low shot in from a short corner.

At half-time with a two goal deficit Dragons had a stern team talk from captain George Walker and went out from the start of the second half with more commitment .The defensive marking and tackling of Henry Eades had reduced the opposition danger man to a peripheral influence.

Dragons were now dominating and were pressing the opposition defence with great play down the left wing by Dragons man of the match Will Ives who was creating opportunities with his pace and skillful dribbling. Dragons were starting to get a series of short corners but the ball was just going the wrong side of the post when shots resulted from these. Ipswich were reduced to 10 men when their captain was sin-binned but still Dragons could not find a goal that could have changed the match. In the last few minutes Dragons had a player sin-binned as a result of frustration.

A disappointing finish to the 2011 part of the league season as the team lost their 100% record but if they play with the same commitment they showed in the second half of this match they will bounce back to winning ways when league fixtures resume in 2012. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 1s
Opposition: 
Lincoln 1s
Result: 

Dragons 2 v 4 Lincoln 1s

No report submitted

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 2s
Opposition: 
Christchurch 1s
Result: 

Dragons 2 v 1 Christchurch 1s

After a disappointing game last week, Dragons travelled to Christchurch determined to get a win. Dragons started brightly in the first half, and despite the frozen pitch they managed to maintain a good spell of pressure. After some good movement up front, Saskia Delacave put the first goal away. Christchurch came back at us and managed to get some short corners. Some good defending. From Angela Murgatroyd and saves from Morag Morrison kept us in the game. Having woken up again, Dragons managed to keep possession and apply pressure to the Christchurch defence. This allowed Isi Christophers to score the second goal.

After the half time break Christchurch came baclk at us with fire in their bellies and Dragons looked as if they were going to lose the fight. Christchurch were quick on the break and although Dragons were working as a team they looked like they would rather go in for a cup of tea. Christchurch had their chances on the break and from short corners but failed to capitalise. Some more good defending and a save on the line from Rowie York-Smith and quality saves from Morag Morrison kept us in the lead. With 10 minutes to go Christchurch were rightly awarded a penalty flick and scored. This appeared to awaken the Dragons from their slumber and they managed to apply some good pressure for the last 10 minutes to maintain the lead. The player of the match was awarded to Angela Murgatroyd for her super defending throughout the game.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 3s
Opposition: 
Reepham 1s
Result: 

Dragons 1 v 0 Reepham 1s
The ladies 3s faced tough opponents Reepham this week. After they narrowly beat us earlier in the season we were ready to fight back on our home turf. 

Some lovely early play from the midfielders including tireless runs from Ruth Wilmott and Amy Brown, repeatedly saw the ball in the Reepham D but Dragons were unable to finish with a goal until Tash Blyth played a ball hard in from the right and after a scuffle between defenders, Amelia Dawson put it onto a defenders stick who then lifted it into the goal. A messy goal, but a goal nonetheless for Dragons! Halftime score 1-0 to Dragons. 

The second half was a defensive challenge for Dragons as Reepham came back hard with a point to prove, however some lovely defensive work from Maddie Denman, Sarah Moore and Sarah Wagstaff kept Reepham at bay and the final score was 1-0 to Dragons.

A well deserved win, and special mention should go to Ruth Wilmott and Maddie Denman for joint player of the match. A big thank you to all those who played this week and helped us put out a strong side so close to Christmas. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 4s
Opposition: 
Norwich City 6s
Result: 

Dragons 1 v 1 Norwich City 6s
Dragons and City 6 are locked together in the league, and battled out a 1-1 draw at the Den.  Dragons welcomed back Laura Bruce after injury, and gave debuts to three other talented players, and so had a full squad of 15. In this they were matched by City, with the result that the end to end pace never slackened.
Dragons went ahead when Amy Brown picked up the ball deep, surged through the middle and layed the ball off to Lois McGregor who touched the ball on to Bex Blyth to score. The Dragons' money was on Bex to score after her long-awaited goal last week, and she went on to turn in her best performance of the season so far, racing in to be first to the ball and hassling City at every turn. 

Scoring against City was rather like poking a wasps' nest with a stick - there was going to be a reaction. City swarmed over the Dragons, setting up raid after raid through powerful hits from their midfield. Goalkeeper Giselle Nieuwoudt was equal to it all, kicking clear and diving, and sometimes kicking whilst diving. Freya Clogan, starting in her favourite left back position, was her customary cool self, and was rewarded with the player of the match vote for the way she marshalled the defence. The vote was close, with Giselle, Alice Ward and Laura Bruce earning the gratitude of their team-mates for holding out. 

Niamh Lowe-Davies was restored to right mid, and was making an impression on the game when she was unfortunately struck on the ankle, which affected her speed. Rosie Korn deputised, and stood up well to the pressure. Lucy Campbell, another squad player, also seized her chance to impress with her tackling and passing skills. Two new midfield players, Hannah Durban and Collette Armitage, both really caught the eye as players of the future. Slightly older than the school group in the squad, they have the advantage of physical strength, presence and the skills to match and will soon be attracting the attention of other captains. 

Dragons were strong in the tackle and quick to the ball - the defenders, the mids including Gemma Rump and Lizzy McDonnell - and at times were stringing passes together. However, the hits and the passes were often not powerful enough to get the forward players and attacking mids away beyond the attacking 23, where they looked as though they could do lots of damage. 

The City equaliser, which they deserved, came after a series of short corners when Robyn Ketteringham forced the ball home. 
Dragons found these opponents as strong and challenging as the league leaders, and it was a fortunate fluke of the fixtures that they played these powerful teams in succession. The Dragons never wilted, and it speaks volumes for the 'Dragons system' that the 4s will have played almost 40 players in the first half of the season and yet have still managed a level of consistency, with all the players fully committed. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Team: 

Dragons Development Girls
Opposition: 
City
Result: 

Match Postponed

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Dragons Development Boys
Opposition: 
No Fixture


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Tango Titan Development  Boys
Opposition: 
No Fixture

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


