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NDHC Match Reports: 05/11/2011

Team: 

Mens 1s
Opposition: 
Ely City 1s
Result: 

Dragons 0 Ely City 2
Dragons travelled to Ely without 7 of their regular first team players expecting a tough game against the team that was second in the league.

Ely played a strong pressing game from the off and Dragons found it hard to play the ball out from the back and to retain possession of the ball. Ely passed the ball around well, putting constant pressure on the Dragons defence. Despite this they were not able to create many open play shooting opportunities, with man of the match Neil Shorten tackling well in the Dragons defence. Dragons were able to create some break aways, but could not get any return from these attacks. Ely opened the scoring from a penalty corner and the scored remained 1-0 to them until half time. 

The pattern from the first half was broadly repeated in the second, though Dragons were able to the Ely defends under more pressure than the first half. Dragons always felt they could get something out of the game while the score remained only 1-0. Dragons thought their opportunity had come when their forward was crudely brought down as he carried the ball in to the D, but turned to see only a penalty corner awarded when most had expected a penalty stroke. A Dragons player was then sin binned for arguing with the umpire's decision. Dragons were unable to convert the ensuing penalty corner. As the half carried on Ely had a number of shots go close and won a number of penalty corners but were not able to add to the score. Dragons had a player sin binned for a tackle and from the resulting penalty corner Ely won a penalty stroke. Though not the best stroke Ely scored making it 2-0. This effectively ended Dragons challenge and the game ended 2-0.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 2s
Opposition: 
Bury 2s
Result: 

Dragons 1 Bury 0
Dragons continued their run of good form with a solid victory over a competitive Bury side at the Den.


Dragons started the match strongly, creating several chances which they were unable to convert. Bury slowly got back into the match and started to gain more possession and confidence although they were unable to breach a well organised defence with Stuart Kelly in commanding form. 


Dragons started the second half well and began to dominate. This dominance was rewarded when Simon Nisbet broke free down the right and brilliantly squared for Richard Moulson to score from 5 yards out.


In spite of continuing dominance, Dragons were unable to add a second, missing several good chances. However Bury were successfully held at arms length and were unable to carve out any good chances to equalize.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 3s
Opposition: 
IES 4
Result: 

Dragons 3 IES 2
Dragons faced the team on their heels in second place in the Division and there was great determination from the team pre match to carry on winning to send a warning to all their rivals. The initial stages of the match saw Dragons play their flowing hockey and make the fast start they had planned but chances could not be converted. Ipswich punished this profligacy when Dragons lost possession in their defensive zone and with players over Richie Head scored from close range to give the hosts a 1-0 lead.

Dragons did not let this knock their spirit and returned to attacking their opponents and good passing from midfield released Will Kirby who found his strike partner Adrian Kemp in space to score from close range 1-1. Dragons were continuing to press and were awarded a short corner from which Mike Banham scored with an unstoppable rocket shot to give Dragons a deserved 2-1 lead. A great flying save by Dragons keeper Chris Millar from a Ipswich short corner maintained the lead. Just before half-time Dragons had a great spell of possession passing the ball round the opposition who were getting frustrated as they ran around unable to win the ball.

An inspiring team talk by the captain sent Dragons out ready for the second half battle which was evenly contested. Chances were created by both teams but the next important goal fell to Ipswich as they equalised with a hard drilled shot into the corner of the goal from a short corner by Graham Bendall 2-2. In Dragons midfield Chris Wilkinson was having an excellent match containing Ipswich's dangerous playmaker. With the confidence gained from their unbeaten run Dragons started to dominate the later stages of the match. Ipswich started to concede unnecessary short corners and from one of these Mike Banham passed to captain George Walker who lifted the ball over the keeper and into the net to give Dragons a 3-2 lead with minutes to go as George's exuberant celebrations showed his pleasure at scoring. Dragons managed to see the remaining minutes out with a solid display by Peter Davison on his first appearance for the team and first league match in the 21st century.

This was a great victory which took the Dragons to 7up with their seventh consecutive league victory. The result was achieved through the vital contribution of each Dragons team member whether named or unnamed as each player works for each other
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 1s
Opposition: 
Bury 1s
Result: 

Dragons 0 Bury 2
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 2s
Opposition: 
Sprowston
Result: 

Dragons 0 Sprowston 3
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 3s
Opposition: 
Yarmouth 2s
Result: 

Dragons 4 Yarmouth 0
Dragon’s stormed to victory in this exciting and fast paced match. The dragon’s took a little time to come together during the first half, with new members of the team settling into play and position, but soon the strength of the team was revealed, a strong and experienced backline combined with young and energetic midfield and forward players. The first goal was scored by Sophie Cullens about 5 minutes before the end of the first half, after the Dragon’s had moved the ball beautifully across the pitch, switching the angle and pace of play on multiple occasions, thus tiring and splitting the oppositions defence.

The second half saw the Dragon’s push their advantage with Amelia Dawson (player of the match) scoring an amazing goal from the very edge of the D that went in the top right corner – possibly goal of the season! This was soon followed by goals from Sarah Tonge – who wanted to prove that defenders can score goals as well as save them, and Hannah Bardsley who was beautifully position to chip in the final goal of the day. This was an excellent team effort, with the Dragon’s three’s playing as a consolidated and positive team.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 4s
Opposition: 
Old Buckenham 2
Result: 

Dragons 5 Old Buckenham 0
The 4s played their best hockey of the season so far. They started with plenty of possession, but lacked bite in the circle and several good moves went unrewarded. However, once they had prised open the Old Buckenham defence, they grew in confidence. Player of the match was Emma Moolman, who made the most of her opportunity to concentrate on a right forward role and scored two excellent goals. Pollyanna Watson scored two of her trademark poacher's goals and might have had two more from the deflections she has been working on in training. Scoring was completed by Amy Brown, who made a great contribution with tireless running and clever passing -equalled by Niamh Lowe-Davies in left and right midfield. Becky Blyth also deserves a mention for her 'assists' and positional play which kept the opposing defence occupied.
The 4s benefited again from the availability of Holly Francis, who this time controlled the midfield for them. They also welcomed back Maddie Denman, secured the heart of the defence. 
In the second half, Old Buckenham rallied, and Dragons did not have all the exchanges their own way. Fortunately, they had Freya Clogan playing a very composed game at right back, with Lois McGregor and Ruth Willmott in support. Gemma Rump made a most encouraging debut at right mid, with the whole defence working almost seamlessly as a unit.
Finally, it is said that 'those who can, do - and those who can't, coach'. Nat Beal, one of only two qualified goalkeeper coaches in the county, has to be the exception who proves the rule. Standing in for the stand in's stand in at an hour's notice, Nat kept an athletic clean sheet, including three excellent clearances that turned defence into attack. Nat did as much as anyone on the pitch to impress on the sporting visitors that this was not going to be their day.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Team: 

Dragons Development  Boys
Opposition: 
Pelicans
Result: 

Dragons 0 Pelicans 3
Dragons conceded game resulting in 3-0 victory to Pelicans
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Dragons Development  Girls
Opposition: 
Norwich City
Result: 

Dragons 1 Norwich City 10
The match was hard fought. Dragon’s defence had to work very hard as the ball was often heading towards them. Harriet Williams made some great saves in goal. 

Dragons made a number of attacks against City, quickly passing the ball out from defence, out wide. Catherine Bourassa then drove the ball up the pitch whilst Marcy Windsor Waite moved into great place for a pass. When Dragons crossed the ball into the D there was often a defender there to stop the ball. Megan Harvey made some great tackles winning the ball back for Dragons. By the end of the first half Norwich City had a good lead. 

In the second half Dragons started to play the best they ever have with the help of Nat’s coaching from the side-line. Norwich City found it hard to get passed Chiara Bond in defence who once had the ball moved it on quickly to Jess Tye Leech or Hattie Bracey. Katie Franks made some great tackles as Norwich City headed towards the goal, she then passed the ball on to Kate. Kate quickly passed the ball to Lotte Stalker. Lotte made some good passes up the pitch to Catherine who then passed to Amy Wales who then passed the ball back to Catherine Bourassa or Lotte Stalker. 

Dragons finally broke through the city defence resulting in a goal by Sophie Farrow. This was Dragon’s only goal, which was celebrated with a firework. Even through the score at the end of the game was 11-1 Dragons did not come away disappointed as they all played the best they ever have.


Everybody deserved to be Player of the match this week but Catherine Bourassa and Chiara Bond were voted joint Player of the match. 

An additional note from Nat…..The Dragons girls should be proud of the effort they put in, despite their first heavy loss. This was their first game without an adult on the pitch giving them guidance against a very strong Norwich City team. Dragons should remember that the junior section of Dragons is fairly recently established whereas City's junior section has been going much much longer.

The girls kept going and going. Their determination to get a goal back was very impressive to see - the six players at the half way line all looking eager to get back and help at defending short corners and their positive calling were just two examples.

A quote from Gary Barlow on X factor last Saturday, adapted to be relevant to hockey rather than Misha B: 'The greatest teams have highs and lows and we had a low last week but it's the way we bounce back that counts'. Let's learn from the game and bounce back next Saturday.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Tango Titan Development  Boys
Opposition: 
Dereham
Result: 

Tango Titans 5 Dereham 0
On Saturday 5th November the Titans were on the road to Dereham with an improving team. Captain Josh Holland lead the Titans to a 5-0 win!

In the first half we had loads of chances and Steven Gale scored a hattrick to get us to 3-0 at half time.


In the second half we still had most of the possession and Josh Holland the centre back along with his brother Sam Holland scored to make the final score 5-0 to the Titans.


The team played really well with Sam Holland and Ben Watson linking up awesomely down the left wing. Josh Holland , Kallan Hagerty , John Franks and Eddie Smith were the epic defenders. Ben Watson, Henry Garner and Josh Bingham were the midfield of awesomeness and Steven Gale, Sam Holland and Ben Harvey were the ultimate attackers. Sam Harvey kept a clean sheet in goal. 


Thanks to Mick Holland for managing the Titans to success and also thanks to the umpires Gail Dyer and Jonathon Price.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


