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NDHC Match Reports: 29/11/2011

Team: 

Mens 1s
Opposition: 
Gorleston 1
Result: 

Dragons 5 Gorleston 1
It was Gorleston who started this game the brightest, setting a high press and putting the home team under pressure at the back. Dragons found it difficult to keep hold of the ball, but Gorleston were unable to calve out many shooting opportunities from their possession.  As the first half moved on Dragons started to exert some pressure on the Gorleston goal. Rupert Snelling opened the scoring for Dragons, forcing the ball home from close range after the Gorleston keeper had half saved a shot. Snelling soon scored Dragons second goal with a trade mark penalty corner conversion (2-0 Dragons). As the half wore on Dragons were able to build more attacks and Garnett Jones finished off a flowing passing move to make it 3-0 to Dragons at half time.

Gorleston pushed hard again at the start of the second half, but we're unable to turn the pressure into shots. Having weather this initial pressure Dragons stepped up their work rate on and off the ball, working across the pitch looking for openings and looking to tire out a Gorleston team with no substitutes. Dragons scored their fourth goal when a through ball found Jason Wolfe in the circle, who calmly turned and fired the ball into the goal. Dragons now had most of the game and created a number of scoring opportunities. Richard Moulson scored Dragons fifth goal following up on a partially saved shot (5-0 Dragons). Gorleston scored when Dragons over elaborated in midfield, turning the ball over; Gorleston drove the ball to their left wing who's cross was deflected by their forward, wrong footing the Dragons goalkeeper. Though they continued to search for further goals Dragons were not able to find the net.

Final score Dragons 5 Gorleston 1
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 2s
Opposition: 
Ipswich 4
Result: 

Dragons 3 Ipswich 0 
Ipswich conceded granting Dragons a 3-0 victory

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 3s
Opposition: 
North Walsham 3s
Result: 

Dragons 6 North Walsham 1
Dragons flew into their flowing pass and move hockey from the start of the match but Alec Toll was initially marshalling the Walsham defence well and thwarting the Dragons attacks. A breakthrough was made by Dragons when a through ball was played for Will Kirby to run onto and score past the keeper. Dragons quickly doubled their lead when a short corner variation saw Mike Banham find Adrian Kemp who scored from close range. The lead was increased with a goal from George Walker who continued his good early season form. 

A fourth goal was scored by Ben Campbell on his debut in mens league hockey who intercepted a Walsham pass on the top of their D and coolly dribbled forward and fired the ball past the keeper. A fifth goal was scored before half-time by Will Kirby to give Dragons a 5-0 lead which their play deserved with great driving runs to the base line and cutting the ball back in evidence. Strong performances by Chris Wilkinson and Alan Quinton in the engine room of the Dragons midfield were initiating many of the teams fast attacks.

The second half saw Dragons increase their lead through Adrian Kemp with his 12th league goal of the season as he remains the leading Norwich Dragons goal scorer. Walsham though were playing very well in the second half and scored a deserved goal for the pressure they were creating. At the other end Dragons were finding the Walsham keeper Chris Wilding in top form and his saves prevented Dragons converting the chances they created into goals even when Walsham went down to 10 men Dragons could not increase their goal tally. When Walsham came forward solid defensive play by Mehul Shah and David Pentin broke the attacks up to ensure the match finished 6-1 to Dragons. 

This was the sixth consecutive win in the league from the start of the season for Dragons 3rds as they fly serenely at the top of their Division.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 1s
Opposition: 
Carlton Park 1s
Result: 

Dragons 4 Carlton Park 6
Having made a slow start to the match the Dragons soon found themselves 2-0 down within the first ten minutes. Some excellent link up play between Natasha BLYTH and Marie JAMES saw JAMES firing the ball low into the corner of the goal. This was a turning point for the Dragons who began to dominate the match and enjoyed most of the possession with Carlton Park having to defend for most of the first half.  

After the break the Dragons were caught napping again and gave back the impetus to Carlton Park by gifting them a third goal. The Dragons continued to pressurise the home team and push forward in search of another goal playing some great attacking hockey and were rewarded after some good work by Natasha BLYTH and Clare BAKER which was finished off well by Marie JAMES who found the back of the net with a thunderbolt shot. No sooner had the game restarted the deficit was increased by Carlton Park after the Dragons had another lapse in concentration. 

Marie JAMES went on to get her hat trick by finishing well at close range closing the gap again to make it   4-3.   The Dragons remained positive and looked the far better team driving forwards at the Carlton Park defence but in doing so left gaps at the back which Carlton Park took full advantage of by breaking quickly and being clinical in front of goal taking their goal tally to six.

 Clare BAKER made it 6-4 with 10 minutes left but the Dragons had left themselves too much to do and failed to take anything from the game.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 2s
Opposition: 
Loddon 1
Result: 

Dragons 1 Loddon 1
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 3s
Opposition: 
No Fixture
Result: 

N/A
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 4s
Opposition: 
Norwich City 5
Result: 

Dragons 2 Norwich City 5
Dragons made a big contribution to their own downfall by failing to bring their training skills to the match. Poor passing resulted in their moves breaking down, and the midfield all too often left the defenders at the mercy of marauding City forwards operating down the middle of the pitch. Goalkeeper Morag Morrison kept the score to a contestable 3-0 at half time, after which the Dragons began to play. Laura Bruce had to give way because of a knee problem, which meant Lizzie McDonell had to take a lot of responsibility on her debut and she impressed. Freya Clogan had a very solid game at right defence, and Lois McGregor stuck to her unfamiliar task in central defence. 

A second half switch took Pollyanna Watson to central mid, and the move also succeeded in prising the Dragons' central players apart - they at last began to pass fluently, as is expected of them. Pollyanna pulled a goal back after injecting a short corner to Amy Brown. Amy's strike was sent sweetly back for Pollyanna to deflect home in spectacular style. 
Niamh Lowe-Davies worked tirelessly as usual, and began to find Laura Goodbun who grew in confidence at centre forward. Sophie Farrow and Emma Moolman took up excellent positions and began to win the battle for possession. 

Norwich City broke away to increase their lead to 4-1, but Dragons were pressing hard. Klara Moolman was having a much second half and was alert to a long diagonal ball which she despatched hard past the keeper. Klara, Amy, Pollyanna Niamh and Emma began to dominate the attacking 23 metres, with Rosie Korn backing up, and Dragons did not really deserve to concede the final goal, a muddled affair which, on another day, might have been disallowed for two sets of 'feet' and a stick tackle. 

Niamh and Emma shared the POM vote. In the post-match 'inquest' the Dragons team agreed this match was a 'marker' for them. They committed to working at greater intensity in training, and to have a more focused approach to their match play. This team has great spirit, rapidly-developing skills and benefits from considerable support within the club. Now it must learn not to throw away matches.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Team: 

Dragons Development  Boys
Opposition: 
No Fixture
Result: 

N/A
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Dragons Development  Girls
Opposition: 
No Fixture
Result: 

N/A
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Tango Titan Development  Boys
Opposition: 
No Fixture
Result: 

N/A
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
