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NDHC Match Reports: 22/10/2011

Team: 

Mens 1s
Opposition: 
Harleston Magpies 3s
Result: 

Magpies 3 v 1 Dragons


Dragons travelled to top of the table Harleston without three of their regular defenders, but still hoping to take points from the league leaders after their excellent display the week before. Dragons had the early momentum, put pressure on the left side of Magpies defence and creating a number of attacking opportunities. Having ridden out the early pressure Magpies came more into the game and Gavin Cole saw his shot go in at the far post. Having scored Magpies continued to press the advantage, putting pressure on Dragons when they had possession and looking to hit their front men early. However, Dragons continued to pass the ball well and work shooting opportunities. Eventually Alex Browne scored to level the game at 1-1. Half time score 1-1.

The second half continued much as the first with Magpies pressing well and Dragons also creating a number of opportunities. Both teams sensed that the next goal was vital and it was Magpies who scored it, Phil Cobbald smashing a penalty corner past the Dragons keeper. At 2-1 Dragons still felt they had a chance, but could not quite turn their chances into goals: a number of opportunities falling just wide. Magpies sealed the win when Brand stole the ball from Dragons and drove at the circle, setting up Magpies for their third, 3-1. Dragons kept playing but were unable to find a way back. Final score Magpies 3, Dragons 1. 
Dragons’ man of the match was Ed Smith.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 2s
Opposition: 
Felixstowe 2s
Result: 

Dragons 3 v 1 Felixstowe
After a run of two defeats, Dragons needed a win to get their season back on track.
Felixstowe had been hammered the week before and were clearly low on confidence, allowing dragons to fly into a two goal lead with both goals coming from Danny Cheesman.
However dragons then let Felixstowe back into the match, resulting in them scoring from a well taken short corner in the last seconds of the half.
Dragons reorganized in the second half with Bruce McQuade in commanding form at the back. Mal Hant bundled the ball home from close range to restore the two goal lead and secure a relatively comfortable win for dragons.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 3s
Opposition: 
Holt Harlequins 2s
Result: 

Holt 1 v 3 Dragons 

The Dragons knew before the match started that this was going to be a tough match against an opposition who are always difficult to beat on their own pitch. Dragons struggled at the start of the match not able to reproduce the pattern of play from previous matches with passes being under hit and when in attacking positions the ball crossed to a defender rather than driven to the base line. Despite these problems Dragons still managed to take the lead with an Adrian Kemp goal. The amount of possession Dragons were giving away easily was allowing Holt to build pressure and just before half-time an equaliser was scored with a short corner strike.

A stern team talk by captain George Walker was given to the Dragons players during the interval and it was a time for the team to show their character. 

The Dragons discovered their flowing passing hockey and a sparkling ten minute spell saw two goals scored .The first saw George Walker attack down the right flank get to the base line and as the Holt keeper moved towards the ball away from his goal George cut the ball back and attempts were made at goal but the ball kept being repelled. George however had followed his cross and found himself at the back post when the ball came loose again and he put the killer finish in from close range.

A third goal arrived when a cross found John Ives whose first shot was saved by the Holt keeper but the ball bounced behind the keeper and John not to be denied reacted quickest to push the ball into the empty goal.
The Dragons defense were playing very solidly in the second half and Henry Eades was even willing to put his body on the line taking a hit from the ball on his forehead but continuing to play despite having an egg shaped swelling develop on his forehead.  Just before the end Chris Millar made a great save to deny Holt a late goal.
At the end of the match Holt revealed that their First team had conceded their match which meant that Dragons would receive a 3-0 victory in the records of the league but it was very satisfying for the team to win the match on the pitch and shows the character of the team to win even when not able to always play at their peak. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 1s
Opposition: 
Pelicans 1s
Result: 

Dragons 0 v 2 Pelicans

Dragons made a positive start to this match and enjoyed much of the possession in the first half putting the pelicans defence under some early pressure and dictating the play. They played some fantastic hockey and the pelican’s goalkeeper was definitely the busier of the two; the Dragons were awarded several short corners and had numerous attempts on goal but failed to find the back of the net. They were punished by the visitors who, against the run of play, scored through the young Great Britain star Ella PICTON, being clinical with a lifted powerful shot from the top of the Dragons D. 

The second half Dragons again continued to play some good hockey but were unable to covert their chances and the pelicans slowly but surely became stronger and stronger scoring a second from a short corner by their most experienced player Kath JOHNSON. 

It was a very entertaining game for the neutrals, both teams playing some attractive attacking hockey with opportunities being created at both ends. The visiting squad of fifteen players paid dividends for Pelicans in the end and proved fatal for the Dragons who only had eleven and tired towards the end of the game having worked relentlessly with little left in their tanks.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 2s
Opposition: 
Ipswich 3s
Result: 

Ipswich 6 v 0 Dragons  
For the second successive week, Norwich Dragons 2s failed to turn territorial advantage into goalscoring opportunities.  Meanwhile their opponents, Ipswich Ladies 3s, were clinical in their finishing.  Hence the lop-sided 6-0 scoreline, which belied an otherwise even contest.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 3s
Opposition: 
Norwich City 3s
Result: 

Dragons 0 v 5 Norwich City

The score line doesn’t really reflect the quality of Dragons’ play in today’s match.  The Dragons’ took to the field with 5 new editions to the team and all of them played with pace and vigor. Norwich City attacked from the start and crossed the ball well from one side of the pitch to the other.  Their players switched position frequently, making it difficult for the mid-field to turn play before the ball arrived in the Dragons’ D.  Morag Morrison (GK) made several sterling saves but unfortunately couldn’t split herself in two to cover quick attacks at either end of the goal.

The Dragons played hard and had several attempts on the oppositions goal, including a couple of short corners and runs by Amelia Dawson and Klara Moolman (player of the match) kept the Dragon’s very much in touch with the game, but unfortunately none could be converted into goals.  The dragons’ kept fighting to the final whistle, keeping play wide and passing the ball well, but were unable to change the final score.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 4s
Opposition: 
Breckland

Result: 

Breckland 0 v 3 Dragons 

A Thursday night concession from Breckland resulted in a 3-0 win for Dragons.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Team: 

Dragons Development Boys
Opposition: 
Dereham

Result: 

Dragons 4 v Dereham 1 
 

The Dragons boys team played Dereham on the 22nd of October. At halftime the score was 3-0 in our favour with goals from Max, Mark and Eddie. In the second half a goal was scored by each team making the final score 4-1 with a goal from Ben. 

These players played particularly well but all the team should be proud of their performance. It was an exciting match. Let’s hope we can do it again next week. 

Thanks to John and Claire for Umpiring and thanks also to Natalie and Claire for playing as adults. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Team: 

Dragons Development Girls
Opposition: 
No Fixture
Result: 

N/A

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Team: 

Tango Titan Boys
Opposition: 
Magpies
Result: 

Tango Titans 1 Magpies 1

In a well fought game after the final whistle it ended in a 1-1 draw.   The two goals came in the second half by which Steven hit in a great shot from the top of the D.  In the first half the defence for us was strong by Callun, Josh and John. Also in the midfield Sam, Tom and Henry were strong with some good passes.   And finally Rohan had some great chances in the D.

Steven got player of the match-well done!

Thanks to everyone

