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NDHC Match Reports: 08/10/2011

Team: 

Mens 1s
Opposition: 
Cambridge Nomads 2
Result: 

Dragons 9 Cambridge Nomads 1
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 2s
Opposition: 
Ipswich Cranes 1
Result: 

Dragons 1 Ipswich Cranes 6
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 3s
Opposition: 
Ipswich Cranes 2
Result: 

Dragons 5 Ipswich Cranes 2
Dragons made a positive start to this match and were rewarded with an early goal from a Mike Banham shot from a short corner. The lead was doubled when Chris Wilkinson scored when he fired a low accurate shot from the top of the D into the corner of the goal. Cranes responded and started to build pressure using long passes and during this period pulled a goal back. Dragons regained their two goal advantage before half-time when Mike Banham coolly converted a penalty flick to leave the interval score 3-1 to Dragons.


In the second half Cranes reduced the deficit and the match became tight as both teams looked for the next goal which would prove vital. It was Dragons who were able to find this through Andy Key to re-establish their two gaol advantage. A late goal by Adrian Kemp continuing his excellent early season goal scoring form as he ran on to a through ball and tucked the ball beyond the Cranes keeper. Cranes had one more chance to score from a short corner but Dragons keeper Chris Millar flew through the air to push the ball safely round the post to leave the final score 5-2 to Dragons.


This was an excellent win by Dragons against a team who had been playing in the Division above last season and should give them confidence for the fixtures to come.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 1s
Opposition: 
Watton 1
Result: 

Dragons 2 Watton 5
Norwich Dragons Ladies 1s travelled to their local rivals Watton at the weekend and were hoping to continue in the same vain as last week but their opponents, unbeaten so far this season, had other ideas. Watton started very strongly and took advantage of another slow start by the Dragons by scoring an early goal from some sloppy play by the visitors. 

Watton’s tails were up by their early lead growing stronger  and stronger in confidence and did not allow the Dragons to get a foot hold in the game increasing their lead to 2- 0 before the break.  Dragons started the second half well but were unfortunate to loose their goalkeeper Sam JELLIFF through injury. The Dragons reshuffled by  Laura EASTER ,the right defender,  donning  the pads. Before the Dragons could regroup and settle Watton took full advantage of this situation by pressuring the Dragons goalmouth which led to a third goal,  Hannah RONEY deflecting the ball into own net keeping her goal a game record for the wrong reasons.  

The Dragons tried desperately to get a grip of the game and Claire BAKER gave them hope by scoring a great solo goal driving through the Watton defence.  Watton retaliated to this by scoring from the restart. Dragons pulled another goal back from the stalwart Claire BAKER finishing well from a well worked short corner routine. Watton dominated much of the game and although Laura EASTER fared well in goal they continued to break the Dragons defence far too easily and scored again to make it 5 late on in the game. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 2s
Opposition: 
Dereham 2
Result: 

Dragons 3 Dereham 0
After a few weeks of heatwave it was refreshing to play hockey in what seemed more like seasonal hockey weather. With a change in position, Ally Windsor-Waite returned to the forward line after several seasons playing in defence. It was only a few minutes into the game when she made her presence known in our attaching 'D' by pulling the ball back from the baseline for Debs Smith to convert; taking an early 1-0 lead. However, Dereham were not to be pushed over that easily and for the remainder of the 1st half the two teams were evenly matched with limited chances at both ends. 

After a half-time team talk from captain, Hazel Medler, the Dragons came out stronger; determined to increase their goal lead, knowing one goal was not enough to secure a win. There was more play now in the Dereham half, as Dragons switched the ball across the pitch. Isi Christophers and Karen Knight, despite having already played for the 3s, provided some much needed quick breather substitutions. Some good possession hockey paid off and Dragons' were relieved when Ally put her name on the scoresheet.  Dereham seemed to drop their heads and as Dragons' confidence increased, Ally was again instrumental in the third goal, doing a reverse sweep to which Polly Curtin gave the extra umph needed to cross the Dereham goal line. 

Dereham were not without a few quick breaks. In the last five minutes, Ally was almost involved in a goal at the other end of the pitch when a Dereham strike caught an unfortunate edge of her stick, flew high into the air, over the remaining defenders only to rebound off the goal post. Quick and diving action from Christina Wise cleared the ball to safety keeping a clean sheet. Rowie York-Smith, deserved player of the match, being both influential in defence and attack.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 3s
Opposition: 
UEA 2
Result: 

Dragons 5 UEA 3
Dragons Ladies 3s continued their winning run by beating UEA 2s 5-3.  Great pressure and some excellent passing play in the first half saw Dragons take a deserved lead courtesy of Sue Cross, only to be pegged back just before half time.   
Dragons came out fighting in the second half and quickly took a 4-1 lead with goals from Sue Cross, Sarah Tonge and birthday girl Amelia Dawson.  Throughout the game Dragons had plenty of opportunities on goal and chances that were narrowly missed.  This will provide us with lots of confidence going into future matches. UEA struck back to make it 4-2 but player of the match Caroline Wolfe sealed the victory with a stunning strike to make the final score 5-3 to Dragons.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 4s
Opposition: 
Hornets
Result: 

Dragons 2 Hornets 0
The Dragons celebrated their first league win with great enthusiasm, putting last week's heavy defeat behind them. Hornets had only 10 players, but they used every ounce of their strength and maturity to keep the (mostly) younger and quicker Dragons at bay. With Holly Francis (player of the match) available again, Dragons had more composure and probed the Hornets from every angle. Freya Clogan, Maddie Denham and Laura Bruce worked well together in defence and 'stepped up' and 'rocked back' fluently through the match. Newcomer Alice Ward was impressive on her debut in the defence squad, and Rosie Korn showed deft touches in midfield.

With a 14-player squad, the 4s owe a debt of gratitude to Mike Hardy for keeping them all in order. The 4s intend to persist with their 'big squad' concept, partly because they have a large squad of enthusiastic players queuing up for games and partly because they understand that rotating the players at their maximum intensity will bring them rewards.

At present, Niamh Lowe-Davis, Klara Moolman and either Holly or Rosie gives them their strongest midfield, which allows Amy Brown and Pollyanna Watson freedom to roam up front. It is no coincidence that Amy Brown eventually broke the deadlock with sheer persistance, having won the ball in her inside right role and then driven on - and on - and on until she bundled over the line. Then a searing pass from Klara Moolman found Pollyanna Watson, who had switched to the left, and she swept the ball in to seal the points in style. At half time the Dragons had decided that working the ball around the Hornets goalkeeper would be the only way to beat her, and so it proved.

The 4s have lots to think about, because Emma Moolman gives them options on the right and Becks Blyth is a brave centre forward, so they can switch tactics and positions during the match at will as their understanding grows.

The next training session has already been planned as a master class on shooting and resetting, It was noticeable that the Dragons' attack in the circle was sometimes a little blunt. The other development points are to 'pass early, pass positively' and to 'go to' or post up for the ball. But another pleasing aspect of the game was that the 4s tried a defence tactic for the first time, and by and large this forced the very powerful Hornets central defender to use the outside channels, where Freya, Maddie, Laura, Alice and Holly, were, in rotation, laying in wait - and with Giselle Nieuwoudt in the mood to keep a clean sheet in goal.

A word of thanks to the parents who are staunchly supporting the 4s. We appreciate you cheering us on in the searing heat or the cold drizzle, now please prepare for probably a very early start against Evergreens at Holt next week.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Team: 

Dragons Development  Boys
Opposition: 
Magpies
Result: 

Dragons 0 Magpies 1
Even though we only had twelve players, because Felix and Connor didn’t turn up, we still had a good game. It was end to end stuff with good chances from either side. Our best chance came when Seb made a run down the right wing and put in a fantastic cross into the D but there was no one there to finish it. We made some good runs down the left and right, but we just couldn’t get a cross in. Harleston also had a few chances, scoring a goal near the end of the half. It came from a long corner. With sloppy marking from the Dragons, Magpies were able to put one past our keeper Sam. 

During the second half we were on top, with good passes out of defence, using both the left and right wings. A couple of times we came close but the final product wasn’t there. Magpies had a few chances running through our defence, on one occasion going just going wide of the post. Sam was a spectator for most of the game having little to do but when called into action, he made some good saves. Overall we were the better side, and man of the match went to Seb Sanders for his excellent display, getting stuck in all over the pitch.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Dragons Development  Girls
Opposition: 
Dereham
Result: 

Dragons 2 Dereham 2

The match against Dereham was a very challenging match with strong attacks from Dereham from outset, though dragons held their ground.  Dereham made some strong goal attacks but couldn’t get past the strong defence lined up and some great saves from Harriet. Laura made some fantastic tackles and clearances. Jessica showed maturity shadowing back players to ensure they never got an easy shot.  However after relentless pressure Dereham finally broke through, resulting in a goal. 

Dragons did not lose heart and rallied round to win some well deserved short corners, Marcy had a great short on goal that was saved and Holly scored from a short corner just prior to half time. 

After some half time sweets and Lottie’s scary dancing (to scare the opposition away) both teams came back strongly but Dragons held most of the possession.  Unfortunately Dereham made a break through against the run of play, due to poor marking in midfield which led to a well struck goal.  Once again Dragons held their heads high, showed great team spirit and continued to hold most of the possession, with many shots on goal but could not get through the Dereham defence. Catherine, Jade, Kate and Marcy teamed up well, achieving some great passing play. A few minutes from time Holly managed to dribble into the (D) and scored through the goalie’s legs. 

The end result was a well deserved 2-2 draw. 
Lady of match voting showed almost everyone getting a vote, this week’s lady of match was shared between Harriet and Holly
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Tango Titan Development  Boys
Opposition: 
Norwich City
Result: 

Tango Titans 0 Norwich City 3 
We lost 3 nil but we played well. We might have been able to score if there adults had not had as much influence over the game as they did. Man of the Match was Ben, as he played very well and made many breaks but unfortunately none of them resulted in a goal.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


