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NDHC Match Reports: 24/09/2011

Team: 

Mens 1s
Opposition: 
Cambridge City 3
Result: 
 
Dragons 3 Cambridge City 1

Norwich Dragons opened the new league season with a home game at their new home (TCH Dragons Den) against Cambridge City 3rd team. Last season had seen Dragons narrowly beat their opposition away and suffer a heavy defeat at home, so they always knew it was going to be a tough game. Though Dragons started well enough and settled into a passing rhythm they went behind when they turned the ball over in midfield to see a quick pass made to the Cambridge centre forward who calmly rounded the keep and scored into the empty net (1-0 Cambridge). This put Dragons on the back foot and they were unable to establish their passing game which had served them so well in pre-season. Cambridge were able to enjoy a lot of possession, but were unable to turn it into many shots or penalty corners. Somewhat against the run of play Dragons scored from the first corner, Snelling's high flick being deflected into the roof of the net by the defender on the post (1-1). After the goal Cambridge continued to have most of the possession, with Dragons unable to keep the ball for any length of time. With half-time looming Dragons won another penalty corner, this time Snelling unleashing a thunderbolt low into the corner of the goal making it 2-1 Dragons.

Half time allowed Dragons to reorganise and focus on their game plan and they played much better in the second half. With much more possession Dragons were able to put more pressure on the Cambridge backs and created a number of chances, while at the other end Cambridge were not able to create many openings. Dragons scored their third mid-way through the half, Wolfe picking the ball up on the 23m line and driving into the circle, riding a couple of heavy challenges, rounding the keeper and firing home from a tricky angle (3-1 Dragons). Dragons were able to use their substitutes to keep up the pace and intensity of the game until the end, final score 3-1 Dragons.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 2s
Opposition: 
UEA 2
Result: 

Dragons 2 UEA 1
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Mens 3s
Opposition: 
IES 5
Result: 

Dragons 8 IES 0
In their first league match of the season and their first at their new home at The Dragons Den the Mens 3rd team faced a youthful opposition. After a positive team talk before the match Dragons made a fast start and immediately the theme of the match was established with Dragons spending large amounts of time in their opponents half. 

Dragons were showing patience and were passing the ball well and chances were developing and by half-time 4 goals had been scored through a double by Adie Kemp and goals from John Ives and Andy Key.

Unlike previous seasons after a few words at half-time the team maintained the high level of performance in the second half making good use of their squad to keep legs fresh in the heat while their opponents had no substitutes available. Goals continued to follow with Adie Kemp completing his hat-trick from close range after his initial shots had been saved. Mark Flatman grabbed a poachers goal and captain George Walker scored with a flick though this goal was missed by the team's supporters who had been distracted.
The final coup de grace of the performance saw unselfish passing from Andy Key and Mark Flatman to set up Will Ives playing his first Mens League match after moving up from last seasons Development team to show great composure to lift the ball over the keeper to score. Special word for the young Ipswich keeper who played very well to ensure the margin of victory was not greater.

This was a great team performance as the team aims to try to gain promotion this season.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 1s
Opposition: 
St Ives
Result: 

Dragons 2 St Ives 3
Norwich Dragons Ladies 1s travelled to St Ives where they were beaten  3 – 2.  The Dragons never really got going in the first half looking very sluggish and soon found themselves 2-0 down before Clare Baker hauled them back into the game by finishing at close range. St Ives responded well by scoring and increasing their lead from some good attacking play. In the last ten minutes Laura SHREEVE got on the end of a through ball from the midfield had a shot on the St Ives goal that was  saved well by their goalkeeper . St Ives failed to clear the danger and SHREEVE managed to cross the ball across the face of the goal to Hannah HARDY who finished well.  The Dragons fought hard  within the last ten minutes and looked the more likely to score but St Ives defended well and managed to hold to their lead and take the victory. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 2s
Opposition: 
Christchurch
Result: 

Dragons 3 Christchurch 0
The Ladies 2xi achieved their first win of the season this week settling quickly as a team. In hot conditions there was some great passing to work the ball up the pitch into the opposition's D.  Dragons were unfortunate not to open the scoring much earlier than they did, but finally after some sustained pressure a goal came in the first half.  Christchurch had some good opportunities on the break, but were unable to capitalize on these due to some good covering play by defender Louise Davis and saves from GK Christina Wise.  Some great runs down the right wing by Polly Curtin helped maintain pressure on the Christchurch defence and Dragons were eventually rewarded in the second half with goal 2 scored by Debs Smith. A final third goal struck sweetly by Saskia Delacave from the top of the D deflected off a defenders stick and looped gloriously over the keeper into the top right corner of the goal to put the game beyond Christchurch's reach.   A great team performance from the ladies 2xi and a deserved win

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 3s
Opposition: 
Dereham 4
Result: 

Dragons 0 Dereham 2
Dragons came head to head with Dereham in the second match of the season.  Our ladies 3s fought a very tough, end to end game against Dereham ladies 4s. Dragons were looking strong in the first 15 mins, with majority possession of the ball and the forwards putting lots of pressure on the Dereham D. But Dereham turned one of the attacks around and with a breakaway scored their first goal. Dragons fought back hard for the rest of the game but despite several short corners, Dragons failed to convert and the game ended on a 2-0 loss for Dragons. Special mention to Karen Knight and Sophie Cullens for joint player of the match.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 4s
Opposition: 
Loddon 2
Result: 

Dragons 0 Loddon 1
A breakaway goal from Charlotte Harvey and outstanding goalkeeping by Lobby Raven gave Loddon 2 a 1-0 won over Dragons 4, but young Dragons Niamh Lowe-Davis and Maddie Denman impressed with their poise and wrok-rate, and Holly Francis was their player of the match.


Dragons dominated the possession, with Niamh, Pollyanna Watson and Klara Moolman at times dazzling with their ability to move the ball round the pitch and into the circle. Amy Brown had a flurry of shots and never gave up, but Raven, who plays at a higher level, displayed her shot-stopping ability to repel all efforts.


Loddon had taken the opportunity to strengthen their team for this game, but Dragons look as though they will be able to more than hold their own during the course of the season once the starring system is in place. Dragons, too, had called on senior players to put out a 14-player squad, and it was Amelia Dawson, Lois McGregor and Kate Atkins who created a platform for the younger players to use their speed and inventiveness. They took a lead from Holly Francis' ability to dominate every position she played in, and newcomer Emma Moolman provided extra variation on the right.

Maddie Denman, already a calm defender with a strong tackle, and Laura Bruce alongside her improving with every game, proved that they have the defensive positions sorted. Giselle Nieuwoudt dealt confidently with Loddon's occasional forays and was only beaten when the cover in front of her broke down for once.


Becky Blyth made her league hockey debut made her mark with her determination to win the ball and her positional sense.


Training points: Work at maintaining the team 'shape' to get off each other's toes! Pass early, pass positively - do not get caught with the ball. Work at varying shots, slipping the ball around the circle to unbalance the defence and goalkeeper.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Team: 

Dragons Development  Boys
Opposition: 
Norwich City
Result: 

Dragons 1 Norwich City 5
On Saturday Dragons played their second match of the season against Norwich city, at the UEA. With first push-back we started strongly, with most of the possession and territory in the first 10 minutes. A goal against the flow of play for Norwich was the only goal of the first half, with Dragons struggling to get into the Norwich D. A second goal for Norwich came early in the second half, but we rallied and pulled one back, Seb Sanders converting our first shot of the match. We began to attack more midway through the half, but we still struggled to find our forwards, and Norwich also began to get on the offensive. A lucky goal from waist high and some complacency from the midfield and defence allowed Norwich to score 3 more goals, leaving the final score at 5-1 to Norwich.  

Man of the Match: Seb Sanders  

Commendable performances: Jonty Gosling in defence and Rob Lee, standing in as goalkeeper at short notice, both performed admirably.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Dragons Development  Girls
Opposition: 
Yarmouth
Result: 

Dragons 2 Yarmouth 1
Dragons had the best of the early exchanges and the ball did not get out of Yarmouth's half for the first 15 minutes such was the pressure put on Yarmouth by Dragon's possession and co-ordinated passing moves. 


Dragons scored after 9 minutes when Marcy Windsor Waite finished off a good move, assisted by Catherine Baroussa.


Most of the first half possession belonged to Dragons but on two occasions Yarmouth broke right through the Dragons defence and goalkeeper Harriett Williams made two good saves to keep Dragons in the game.


Dragons had a couple more attacks at the end of the first half and Lotte Stalker nearly scored with a good shot on goal.


Yarmouth broke through again near the end of the half and hit the post once, with Harriett making another good save. The Dragons deserves their 1-0 lead at half time.


Yarmouth had their best spell of the match at the start of the second half and scored an equaliser.


Dragons fought back well though and had the better of the rest of the half. Harriett made another good save and Sophie Farrow had a good shot on goal.


Near the end of the game Marcy, who had just come back on to the field after suffering an earlier painful hit on the thigh, ran through and scored the winner. 


Despite losing their shape early in the second half, Dragons generally passed the ball around and tackled well, fully deserving their 2-1 victory. Captain Jess Tye-Leech was voted player-of-the-match.  Thanks, Jess.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Tango Titan Development  Boys
Opposition: 
Pelicans
Result: 

Titans 1 Pelicans 0
On Saturday the 24th of September Titans played at home against a strong Pelicans side.   It was a very even game but the Titans defence held, Craig, Kallen, Andy, John and Mickey a single man from Watton.

Conner from Thetford went in goal and he had a good game and made some brilliant saves.

Sam won a free hit just outside the D, Craig passed to Rixy, he hammered it in from outside the box Ben guided it towards the goal and Steven scored a goal!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

The Pelican’s side kept on the offensive but all the team worked as a unit to keep the ball away from the goal.

The end score was 1-0 to the Titans. 

Tom Barber had a great game and Kieran and Conner played great on the wing and in midfield.
Well played boys.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

