[image: image1.jpg]( Norwich Dragons

Hockey Club



NDHC Match Reports: 17/09/2011

Team: 

Mens 1s/2s/3s
Opposition: 
Dereham (f)
Result: 

n/k
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 1s
Opposition: 
Carlton Park
Result: 

Dragons 2 Carlton Park 6
Norwich Dragons Ladies 1s opened the new season with a disappointing defeat at their new home ground, The Dragons Den. Although the Dragons had most of the possession and created numerous chances they were punished by the Carlton Park who were clinical in front of goal. 

The Dragons started slowly and found themselves 2-0 down very early on in the game. Hannah Hardy scored from a short corner in the first half helping the Dragons back into the game but the visitors retaliated immediately by increasing their lead. Hannah Rooney finished well in open play with a late consolation goal but the Dragons had left themselves too much to do to get anything from this game.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 2s
Opposition: 
Loddon 1
Result: 

Dragons 1 Loddon 1
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 3s
Opposition: 
Reepham
Result: 

Dragons 3 Reepham 3
A lovely start to the Dragon’s season; the two teams were well matched and played clean and friendly hockey throughout.  Reepham took an early lead but the dragon’s fought back with a quick break down the left and a well timed shot on goal from Holly Francis.  Not wanting to rest Reepham came back strong, determined to take the lead again, which they achieved with a lucky shot through the keepers legs.  This seemed to light a flame, not only under dragon’s forwards but their defense too, with Tash Blythe scoring a lovely goal in the corner and Caroline Wolfe (playing left back!) making a beautiful run covering three-quarters of the pitch before smashing it into the goal.

The second half saw Flora Gregorie (player of the match) making some excellent breaks in play and fantastic runs to aid both the defense and the forwards, she was determined and keen, a shining light.  Reepham managed to break down the solid mid-field and backs to score their third goal of the match and there the score remained for the remainder of the game, although both sides kept fighting to the end.  A special mention to Lynne Price, who returned to the field after 18 months away, and had a cracking game for the Dragon’s.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Ladies 4s
Opposition: 
Magpies 6
Result: 

Dragons 1 Magpies 1

Ladies 4s faced a severe test of their mettle when only 11 players were available to face a strong and mature Magpies 6 on the water-based pitch at Weybread. Dragons started tentatively - understandably because the majority of the team were making their debut in adult women's hockey, including Sophie Farrow who had played for the Development League team that morning. Without their 'roll on, roll off' squad, Dragons struggled to maintain their high tempo game and could not convert their possession into penetration in the D. It was not a great surprise when the hard-hitting Magpies broke away and scored.


In the second half, Dragons were far more composed and allowed the ball to do more of the work. Giselle Nieuwoudt, making a very welcome return to hockey proved to be a strong shot-stopper in goal and began to command her D. The defenders combined well, with Freya Clogan a rock on the left, Maddie Denham distributing beautifully in the middle, and Laura Bruce gaining in confidence as she began to find her players on the right.


Dragons won four penalty corners, and Amy Brown got her shots on target and can look forward to rewarding goals in future. Amy, Klara Moolman and Niamh Lowe-Davis were the engine room of the team - attacking and then jumping back to play their part in defence. They began to find Sophie Farrow, Lois Metcalf and Pollyanna Watson with greater frequency as the three forwards interchanged and made their runs and kept the Magpies on the run.

Dragons equalised in a four-player move. A free hit from the left was crossed and two touches later reached Klara Moolman who forced her wa y through a crowded D to drive past the keeper. Klara's persistance and willingness to set and re-set her forwards earned her the player of the match award.


This first league match was one which Dragons will be glad to have out of the way. Not quite at full strength, players worked very hard and know where they can improve in training. They know they will not be outclassed in this league, and if they continue to show enthusiasm and a high work rate, they will surprise a number of teams.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Dragons Development  Boys
Opposition: 
Tango Titans
Result: 

Dragons 0 Tango Titans 1
On September 17th Dragons Boys played Titans in the first match of the season. Dragons started attacking as soon as the whistle blew with strong attacking formations with Henry Laming and Josh Bingham making some good runs down the wing and we were unlucky not to score. But on the break, Titans hit a quick through ball and found a gap and a scrapped finish resulted in a goal as unfortunately Sam Harvey playing well in goal just could not reach the ball. 

The second half Dragons were dominating and had a goal disallowed at a short corner where the ball did not cross the D line. After that we were always in the opppostions half and crosses rained down on the Titan's defence but unfortunately we could not score and as the final whistle blew the Dragons side left the pitch one goal to nil down. A great performance from the boys and an unlucky outcome and we will be ready next match
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Dragons Development  Girls
Opposition: 
Pelicans
Result: 

Dragons 0 Pelicans 0
Norwich Dragons Girls had a flying start against the Pelicans. From the first push back we kept the ball in our possession for the majority of the game. We kept on attacking, passing the ball towards the goal; we had many opportunities where we could have had a goal if only we had realised a second sooner. 
Everyone played with real determination, working hard and running for the ball. By half-time the Dragons were all looking pretty good with no goals from either side but getting in Pelicans’ D and looking for spaces. 
In the end we drew 0-0; both teams had strong and determined defence. All in all, a very good first game for Norwich Dragons Girls, in our cool new shirts. Well done Dragons, well played and thank you to Nat, Louise and Bridget for being our adult players. 
Our lady of the match was more like Ladies as we had three!! Well done to Sophie Farrow, Katie Franks and Holly Thomsen for an outstanding performance. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Team: 

Tango Titan Development  Boys
Opposition: 
Dragons Development Boys
Result: 

Tango Titans 1 Dragons 0 
This was a really tight game and there was no breaking of either teams defence.

The Titans arrived with a man down and no goalie, Mick convinced Ben to cover goal for the first half and then Andrew for the second - that was the goalie sorted but they still played with one man down.
There was an attacking short corner from the Dragons which went straight through the keeper - everyone thought they scored. The umpires whistle blew and he said that “the ball did not enter the D” - what a sigh of relief from the Titans! 

The Titans took a quick 16 yard hit out which went straight up to Sam, who passed across to Tom who nudged it on to Rowan who turned his back and swept it into the bottom left corner of the Dragons goal. 

The Titans hung on to their lead until half time with the amazing defense of Josh.H , Kallan.H, John and Andrew.

During half time there was a quick team talk and the goalies switched over. Andrew, as Ben, was brilliant in goal for the second half. 

The second half saw a repeat of a goal attempt from inside the 'D' which was again disallowed by the referee.

The Titans held off the attacks from the Dragons till the final whistle leaving a 1-0 win to the Titans.

Well done Titans, a good game of hockey!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


