Norfolk Girls U12 Mini Club Championship.
Dragons fielded a team of 7 girls at this event held at Harleston Magpies.

They started the tournament well showing good determination and delivering a really solid team performance against Magpies.  There was some great tackling by Katie, lovely roll-outs by Holly to create space down the right midfield, and some fantastic clearance kicking by ‘super keeper’ Hattie.  But despite best efforts the game ended in a 2-0 defeat. 

A similar result occurred against Dereham A, who were clearly a stronger team, but the Dragon’s girls defended well, with some super tackles by Laura and some great clearances out to the sides by Katie and keeper Hattie.  There was also some great tracking back by Marcy, Lotte and Holly to hinder Dereham’s attacks, but sustained pressure eventually told and the game ended 2-0.
The third game saw Dragons pitched against Pelicans.  The girls played well, spreading the ball out to the sides.  There were some good attacking runs into the D by Lotte and Marcy resulting in a few shots at goal, but with good defending from the Pelicans team, the Dragons girls were unfortunately not able to capitalise on their attacks.  A break by Pelicans saw a quick counter attack and a goal scored against the run of play, and with time running out, that’s how the game ended 1-0.

Their fourth game was the girls toughest by far.  It saw them playing against a well organised, more experienced and settled Norwich City team.  Despite some fantastic tackling by Laura, Holly and Katie, the girls were simply outplayed.  They fought valiantly to keep the ball out of their D but the strength of the eventual tournament winners showed with a final result of 10-0.

Despite the heavy loss in the previous match, the girls were in positive mood for the game against Dereham B.  They worked well together, creating some great opportunities.  Holly made a lovely driving run down the right-hand side, resulting in a well taken goal.  But Dereham capitalised on a broken-down Dragons short corner, and scored on the break to even the game.  Dragons continued to maintain pressure, but a couple of minutes from the end, against the run of play, Dereham managed once again to get the ball into the goal, resulting in a 2-1 defeat.
Buoyed up by their performance in the previous match, despite the loss and their being tired, the girls were again positive about their chances against Watton.  They worked hard together, Carmel made some great passes up the left wing and Lotte and Marcy made some great driving runs into the D resulting in two well taken goals by Marcy and a final well deserved 2-0 win for the girls.
Despite their losses, the girls could hold their heads high, they played well as a team making all of their opposition work for their wins and totally deserving their final win.  Coach’s player of the match was Holly for some fantastic roll-outs, great defending and super attacking runs down the right.  And a big thanks goes to the parents for getting the girls to the tournament and their encouraging calling from the sidelines.
