Norwich Dragons Boys Under 12 Team at County Tournament Sunday 21st March.

The Norwich Dragons entered their first junior team in a County tournament as the boys under 12 team took part in their age range competition in a round robin tournament with 5 other teams.

The boys started out with a match against Dereham and an even match ensued with Josh making some good saves for Dragons and a single Dereham goal in the second half proved the difference between the 2 teams.

The team then went on to play Norwich City B and despite many saves from Josh the ball could not be cleared and the follow ups were scored and a heavy defeat was suffered.On the break the team created chances and came very close to scoring.This knocked the boys confidence as they were concerned as to how they would do against the Norwich City A team later in the tournament.

The next match was against Pelicans the eventual runners up and a defeat was suffered 5-0 with Josh making more saves and despite hurting the bottom of his foot he carried on in the second half.

A break in matches now took place to rest all the teams.
 
Battle recommenced against Harleston Magpies the eventual tournament winners and despite a heavy defeat many positives came out of the match.It was discovered that Adam could take 16 yard hits and pass the ball through with power for the forwards to run onto.  Connor played well in the second half of the match dribbling forward and winning the ball back when lost.  Stan was also playing well down the left side dribbling.
 
The last match arrived the game the team had dreaded against City A but a motivating speech by the coaches to go and play well and enjoy themselves lifted the boys.The match started and the team defended well with Marcus making good solid tackles and Jordan also defending well.The minutes passed as the team kept their opponents goalless and then started to take the match to City A and were awarded the first short corner of the match.Josh in goal was getting periods of play when he was not called upon as the play was in the City half and half-time arrived with the match goalless.  

The team were now buoyant by their first half performance and were determined to get a result so they could use the celebration they had practised. The second half saw the team continue to be the stronger team and Stan and Connor were playing well on the wings and Callum was linking with them up front and City were forced to clear two efforts off their own line. Sam and Ollie came on and made vital contributions and the limited City attacks were well dealt with and the match finished 0-0 and the team gained a point and performed their celebration as proud parents and coaches looked on.

This was a great effort by the boys against vastly more experienced and older opponents and the improvements they made through the tournament give great encouragement for the future.

Goalkeeper Josh was awarded Dragons player of the tournament but every players contribution was vital.

Many thanks to Andy Bingham, David Pentin and John Butler for helping with coaching and motivating the boys and also to John and David for umpring.

Thanks to the parents for bringing the boys and for their vocal support I hope you were as proud of the boys as we were.

