Under 11 Girls Match Report 24th January 2010
The Team:
Hope (Goalie)
Laura
Katie
Marcie
Lottie
Holly
Issy 
The Dragons played four games in a league of five teams: 
The first game was Norwich Dragons v Norwich city A. In usual under 11 girl’s tradition, the Dragons were late for the start of the first game and didn’t have their own goalkeeper ready.  The Dragons quickly borrowed a Pelicans Goalkeeper and the game was under way. The Team were put under pressure by a good Norwich City team and despite some brilliant defending Norwich City scored.  Unfortunately the Dragons were unable to mount many attacks on the city goal and the city side put Dragons under pressure and scored two more goals, to make it a three nil win for Norwich City.
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The second game was Norwich Dragons V Pelicans A.  Dragons played much better now that they had their own goalkeeper and were more organised. Hope was playing in goal for the first time and was doing very well.   Laura and Katie were tackling well in Defence and Marcy was battling away all the time and passing to get us on the attack. Holly had a couple of good runs and Lottie and Issy were also getting involved in some good attacks and the girls were playing better as a team.  The Dragons were still being put under a good deal of pressure in defence and Pelicans eventually scored. They then added a second just before the end and made it a two nil win for Pelicans.
The third game was against Norwich Dragons V Dereham B. In the break between the games there had been some good team building exercises (vortex Howler and stuck in the mud and jelly for Lotte's birthday) and the team were now playing much better. The Dragons took the game to Dereham and made some good efforts on goal with Holly growing in confidence and making some good runs out wide. Marcy was taking control in midfield and Lottie also made some good runs as we pressed forward.  Laura was told to get the ball out wide which she was doing to good effect. Dragons went close a couple of times with Marcy coming the closest to scoring. It was not all one way traffic and Katie made some good tackles in defence and Hope was keeping any shots out. Unfortunately, Dragons could not get a goal and it ended nil- nil. It was the first point and the team was improving all the time.   
The fourth game was Norwich Dragons V Watton. The team were up for this one and looking for a win. From the start they put Watton under pressure and again Marcy was playing very well and driving the team forward. Lottie was making some very good runs and went very close to scoring. Holly was also having a good game out wide and Issy was battling away in the middle. The Defence were not put under too much pressure but Katie and Laura dealt with anything that came their way. Unfortunately despite a late short corner being awarded to the Dragons the whistle went before they could take it. I feel sure they would have scored if allowed to take it especially as they had gone close many times in this game and they were growing in confidence all the time.
The end of the Group games showed Dragons were level with Watton in all respects and they had to take penalties with them to see who went through to the play-offs.
There were to be 3 penalties each. Natalie chose Laura, Marcie, and Lottie to take them for the Dragons.
Laura took the first one and coolly pushed the ball home.  Watton then took their first and scored. Marcie took our second and again tucked it away nicely. Watton took their second and missed. If Lottie scored Dragons would win (No Pressure). Unfortunately the Keeper saved it but Dragons were still 2 -1 up. If Hope could save the last one Dragons would still win.  Hope saved the penalty and Dragons won the game. Well done Dragons!
Dragons were now supposed to play in a place play-off but when they arrived for their game there was no opposition. Apparently they had already got changed to go home. They had obviously heard of the Dragons growing reputation as a great team and did not fancy being thrashed. It was disappointing that they did not have another game but it was a good performance for a team who had played very little together as a team and some had never played together at all.
A great Team performance. Well played all of you.
The team and their parents would like to thank Natalie for organising and coaching the team. There was also some great support from some very proud parents.
